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CHRISTMAS.
lions before the Christian era sav-!
go tribes >.f the northern hemisphere

r, .m the Mediterranean to the Arctic
Ocean had yearly held high revel" when
the sun once more set his fnco towards,

cold and chilled north. The name
ip.\\ record of the man who first dls-
covered that the shortest day of De-j
miber was the last day on which the
sun was Journeying away from the
north have been lost in the obscurity
of a forgotten past.

Bui the feast Kept on, though the
founder was forgotten.5ust as inon
to-day light tires without knowing or

caring whom It was that first brought
..his gift down from heaven. Kor all
may warm themselves before a cheery
fUrue, and all may rejoice In tho depth
Of cold and killing winter over the
certain promise of returning sprlnc-i
That is why the feast of Noel and
of Tuletldc endured. It had a foun-jdation of lmperlshablo truth behind
it: it rejoiced In the hope of tho com¬

ing miracle of frultfulness and har¬
vest In the mldat of darkness anJ cold
It simulated with fire and ever¬
green the brightness. warmth and
verdure of the summer We, too, are
Uln to those rudo forefathers And
so the impulse for revcllngs Is not

altogether strange, even in this late
day. Old habits arc hard to break,
and the nations of the world are to¬
day the oldest nations that time hits
seen.

Bui we are not savages. ff« do
not worship the sun, nor sacrifice men
to appease an unseen God. The be¬
ginnings of our Christmas are known.
The lnn-1 may still be seen where the
tlrst Christmas woe celebrated; the
very words in which It was announced
are heard throughout the world, and
the miracle that It foretells Is far
truer and far more Important than
even the return of seedtime und har¬
vest. For that miracle goea to the
.cry essence of the value of each man's
life. It is the wonderful truth thai
the Cod who made this world cares
for < ach one in It, and thut the
iprlngtlmc of Immortality lies waiting
for the awakening touch of human
.ylll. And so the Christmas of to-day
lit a strange mixture of savage sur¬
vival and divine revelation. And in
nothing .¦¦ tite divinity of that con-
Gption more clearly manifested than

in the cart which ie taken at this
'iinc for the old, the weak, the sick,
ilio deformed, tho children.for those
who without protection could not care
Cor themselves, for those who yearn
lo.- happiness they cannot seeuro by
their own cltort. At Christmas-
:ltlo fho hands of time turn back. Old
ige renews ihe ruptures and delights
oi youth; the long-bought spriug of
rejuvenation is l'uutid, and the nearl
that Is touched by' the Christmas
spirit knows again the unquestioning
satisfaction of youth in tho tulhosa
oV the Joy of glviug.that Joy which
'..»ver growb old'.
There are In Itlchmond some 150,000

l/ooyle, and Tiot one of these will be
deliberately unrcinembeiud or over¬
looked to-day. This city has been
cletjed with material prosperity, but,
above all, has It been bltbsed with a

>i>irn of sympathy und kindliness mid
love and charity. There may bo empty
stockings, out they will be lew com¬
pared with tnoso that have been rilled
by lovliig bands and the Christmas
spirit There will bo vanished tu.ee«
that cannot be reciilod. There will
bo breaking hearts for death and uor-
ow, who do not stay their ootnlngs

for any time or season. But Above
ind beyond and dominating «11 tho!
idrrow II the glad coiiüdoustiese in
this city ind ..moiig its people of
something oz the joy ibe uiigela felt
....hen the multitude of the heavenly
lOSta i*rif together, "1-ca.co on earth,
-.ood will toward mem"

( OMMISslU.M-Ht KOt.M-JU'S 111;PORT.
No megaphone was ever Invented

that could con.pbro with the written
word for power.
The annual report of the Virginia

Department of Agriculture gives a
.plendld idea of what the Slate le
doing lo utilize and develop iui splen¬did agricultural resources. It ia in
lb; highest degree gratifying to eee
ow the people of Virginia urc be¬
diming to appreciate und utilize tho
sources with which they have been

bountifully blessed by nature.Schools, good roads, demonstration
trains, lectures on agriculture and re¬
lated topics, bulletins from Blacfce-
ourg and from the Department of
Agriculture are all doing their part to
enrich the Stete and add to the oppor¬
tunities In the lives of the young men
and young women of this Common¬
wealth.
The Increase of Virginia agricultu¬

ral wealth has always been very near
Ihe heart of Governor Mann. When
the leaders In politics Join with the
.ureas and the people, nothing but in-
superable natural difficulties can pro-

yonl progross. No such difficulties
confront Virginia. AVe can grow al¬
falfa, and wo do grow It wttb extra¬
ordinary success and profit. Virginia
apples, tobacco and export cut.tlc rank
¦with (ho best in the world; as a corn
State Vlrglulu Is being recognised as
a leader In sclentlflo seed selection
and farming. Equally great opportu¬
nities lie beforo tho man who noes In
for tho breeding of hogs and sheep.
Dairy farming la really In Its infancy;
creameries offer a mlno of wealth
when developed and run scientifically.
The apple orchards surpass the tales
of bonanza orange groves In Cali¬
fornia: from every section and from
every source comes added evidence Of
the growth and wealth of Virginia
in all Unco of agriculture, and the inst
report of Commissioner Kölner, both
In text and photographs, makes an ex¬
hibit Hint will encourage Virginians,
will increase immigration to tho State
and should greatly Improve tho meth¬
ods of farming. The future which lias
long been prophesied for Virginia
farmers has arrived, and that future
will grow brighter every year.

LAW* Kits AND THIS COST OF LIV¬
ING.

That distinguished teacher of law,
Wllllum R. Vance, formerly a member;
of the law faculty of Washington and
Lee, and dean of the George Washing¬
ton law school, and now a professor
In the. Yale law school, will next year
become dean of the college of law In
the University of Minnesota. Already he
Is proposing to the Legislature of M'u-
nesota that It amend the law which,
now admits law graduates to the bar
Without an examination. It is the be-'
lief cf this eminent man of law that
there are too many lawyors, and that
the aim of law schools should be
to make bettor und not moro lawyers.
WlLh tho leadors in ttio profession, ho
agrees that tho lest for lawyers should
bo qualitative and not quantitative.
Tho movoment has been steadily up¬

ward In this respect. Many lawyers, |
we are Informed by tho Des Molncs
Register, "are only llrmly established''
in he practlco of the law In Western
States who were admitted by commit¬
tees of the local bar Without searching
examination, if at all. That great law¬
yers wore produced by this loose system
Is no longer advanced In Its defense.
The conditions of admission ovory-
whoro have gradually been strength¬
ened, with tho co-operation of tho pro¬
fession.
The Register makes a rather novel

argument lu claiming an economic et-
fect for rigid requirements for tntrunco
into the legal profession. One of the
most serious phases of the problem ol
living at tho present Is the lncrtuse In
non-productive workers and tho corre¬

sponding decrease In productive lubor.
"In tho last analysis,'' says the Mill-jneapolla Journal, "this tendency comes,
nearest to explaining the high cost ot:
living. It la well, therefore, to stop
tho economic waste of making too many
lawyers and doctors." Everybody
knows tho elgnlticutico of tho "back;
home" movement. Secretary of Agri¬
culture Wilson la lu a state of perpet¬
ual protest because boys leave the fuim
at the time when they should become
.iroduceis. To tins diminution ot farm
tabor ho atlrlbutos a short supply of
meat-producing domestic uiitiuals, with
its Inevitable effect on living cundi-
:1011a.
The Register thinks that It Is "pos-

i.ible" that Rrotessor Vaiice has propo.-ed
a solution of the problem of the, high
cost of living, because rigid entrance
requirements will create a luiger army
of produoers. Tho view is 0110 lu which
tve cannot concur. An attempt to (ores
u. certain class out of u particular pro- !
fosslon will prove abortive, unless Itjbe In the case of the medical profes¬
sion, where the extraordinary Interest
of public health Is invoked. However,
reasonably high entrance requirements
are beneficial und justinable If tbeyl
servo to call to the attention of youi.f,
men 1c the sphero of productive activ¬
ity tho fact that preparation for eltt-
clency In any profession It obtained
only afttr years of study und patient
research. In ao fur as ths necessity
for high qualifications will waru tho
would-be lawyer that it is no luzy
man u profession which he would enter,and that It requires; long preparation
and sevoro application, the Register is
right, but tho protective prohibitory
principle cannot be applied In this
country lor our brethren of the bar.

a mac ihm: ok MAXCONTE.NTS.
Splits in tho Republican ranks cause

the Democrats 10 rejoice because divis¬
ion adds 10 tho possibility ..f deleft,
but unless these movements of acces¬
sion ure substantial they ure not worthconsidering, When Insurgents ure un-
aeillBh they arc to bt commended It
their cause bo good; but when they
fire simply disappointed OfUcs-Seekoi'S
who failed to connect with a plum
they ridservo lltllo. If anything.

It e«em* that Mr. Taft's chief ene¬
mies in Ohio are those who failed to
rocelve good ihlngo thai tho Presi¬
dent gav« awuy. Referring to the
people who are cenduetinu the Lu Fol-
letto boom lr. the Buckeye Stale, the
Cincinnati Cotnmorclal-'Xribuno saysDial "noise is the chief oasot of tho La
toilette boomers. There aro always a I
few people who can bo fooled by a
racket." The Cincinnati papor also
notes a "curloUB phenomenon".that
"nearly every one" of ihe conspicu¬
ous antl-Taft loaders In Ohio Is a per¬
son whom Mr. Taft disappointed In1
some way In hlu distribution ol «Hees
of putronh.se pie.
John J. HuliIvan, for Instance, ttart-

ed the Roosevelt boom at the Garfleldl
Club banquet at Youngstown. He lai
vory enthusiastic for a third term fori
the Clncllfnatlis or Oyster Hay. Suj.'
Ilvan was not reappointed United'
States district nttorney In Cleveland.I
..'. Wannamaker Is ni»o a vocif-i

orous advocate of tho defeat of Mr.
Taft. Ho was one of the disappointed
candidates for the Federal Judgcship
at Cleveland.
Walter Brown traveled to Washing¬

ton to force. If possible, tin extra

preference vote of some hind from the
Republican National Committee. He
has never recovered from his failure
to land certain postmaster/ships and
other fat Federal appointments under
the Taft administration.
National Commltteoman Lee, of Indi-

unu, protested in Washington the other
day that Mr. Taft has no chanco to
carry Indiana. Ho had a good Fed-
oral Job in the Internal revenue do-
partment, but he is not holding it now.]
Any movement with personal polltl-

cal revenge as Its motive 1» liable, to
fall short of the mark. .Mr. Jefferson'
said of officeholders, In substance, that
few died and none resigned, and he
might have added that those who onco
seek ollicc never quit.

BETTER ItAILROAD EUCll'MliNT.
It has been proposed that In the

United States there be compulsory sub¬
stitution of steel for wooden passen-
gcr cars, and that universal block
signals on the railrouds be provided, j
The estimated total cost would bo J
$750,000.000 or $SO0,000,000. This brings'
up the question as to Interest bur
dens on one hand and savings In oper¬
ating expenses on tho other. Interest;
on $ 750,000.000, at, say, l 1-2 per cent., |would bo $33,000,000. Statistics of the
Interstate Commerce Commission for
tlio year 1009 show that the railroads
paid $o,0im,000 In that year for "clear¬
ing wrecks," and $lb,00o,000 for in¬
juries to persons, u total ol $21,000,000.

In the same your they paid $25,000,-
000 tor loss and dumugc to freight,
but the greater part of this loss comes

from cuuaos that huvo nothing to do
with wrecks. Personal Injury claims
arise in some part independently of
collisions and telescoped cars. Then,
too, the savings brougnt uboul In these
directions by block signals und steel
curs would follow and not accompuii]
the capital expenditures involved, and
so u. "transition period," unquestion¬
ably cmburvussing to all but the
strongest roads, would be created.
With the coiupletluu of the physical
changes demanded, there Is a question
us to whether the ruuda could save
more than two-thirds of the expense
on clearing wrecks and injuries to
persons, or more than a tinra Of the
total bill for treiglit loss and damage.
That would muku $22,000,000 altogeth¬
er, or two-thirds of tbo interest bur-
dun threatened.
The cost of steel cars would not be

the whole bill for that special Item ot
reform. Steel cars make very heavy
trains, and a lurgu proportion of the
railroads would have to supply them-
selves with new und more powerful'
motive power, not when the old wore'
out, but Just as soon us steel cars Were
put into use. In advance ot the oper¬
ation of such cars countless bridges
would have to bo lorn down and re¬

placed with heavy structures, or would
have to bo rebuilt or reinforced.
With reference to Ihlu inuttur of.

reconstruction of the roadbed, the
iVull Street Journal, the source of our

/nformailon, says:
"This lb true In spite of tho fact that

many roads ure now working With
steadily increasing freight car und
'.rain loaos, and that all are striving
in thai direction. A heavy passenger.rain presupposes much motu tu tue
i'iiy u£ roadbed, bridges und suc;i
«Hin or Items us switches ami cross¬
overs thun the slowly moving heavyfreights. Railroad managers dare not,:ontcnt themselves with bare compil-;
Alice with whatever measures Congress
nay pass suid forget the further m-
(punslbilitlea which do Cramers '>t
taws are In a position to ignore.
iVhat tho additional expense of suitl-
slcnlly uoltd roadbeds und structureswould amouiil to Is guessw ork, even lor
Ihe experts, but ihut it would run up into
;ho hundreds of millions there is seam
zoom for doubt. At un;- rate the cor-
lain saving In personal daiAUgea and
destruction ,of property would only
Dtlllgulo, not entirely offset, the in¬
terest burden sought to be Imposed."
This la, of course, a material view

oi° the mutter, but it is also the only
practical view of It. The humanitarian
side of the case is obvious. Railroad
authorities should have Impressed upon
thom the desire for sifer equipment,
but Ihe railroads aro not blind to tno
necessity of taking bettor care of
their employes and passengers. There
uro several drastic bills In Consrers
now which rue of such u nature that;
If they were passed the railroads
could not possibly comply with tholr
provisions, because the railroads elm-
ply do not possess the means. More
workable laws, laws udupte.il to con¬
ditions ai they exist In the railroad
world to-day, should bo demanded of
Congress Steel cars und block sig¬
nals must come, but gradually and In
a method which will bo reasonable In
the light of the limitations under
Which ruilroads carry on business,.

l'llti: OKI 1,1.5. IN FACTORIES.
A few days ago Philadelphia had n

notable cxperioucb Illustrative of the
Inestimable value of flro drills In tho
public, schools. In tho Cumberland
Sciiool of that city, owing to the pres¬
ence of mind the teachers and the
discipline of tho childrca, duo to the
flro drill, the. 550 pupils escupod troni
the smoke-filled rooms without tho
slightest cor.fuslon, the smallest child,)It Is stated, seeming to know und ap¬
preciate the practical value of the
drill und tho danger of doing anything
calculated to causa excltomont and
produce a panic. Tills incident fol¬
lowed closely upon a tire tragedy that
occurred In a crowded building in
Philadelphia, and tho contrast aug-
gested Inspires this Philadelphia Ledg¬
er to some, very pertinent questions
and timely observations bonrlng on
tho perfunctory provisions in factories

for preventing panto und for "Insuring"]
escape In case of fire.
Aftor stating what Is undoubtedly

true, that tiro pantos ure all too com¬
mon In Industrial plants, and which,
as wo all know, contributes more to the
death roll than the flames themsclvce.
and nothing that tho laws require pre¬
cautionary measures as to lire escapes.'
lights, etc.. but take no account of thol
"consequences of panic terror." the
Ledger asks: "How many business men
hnvo ovor given a thought to the hold¬
ing of fire drills for their employes:.
Mow many employes have, systematic¬
ally familiarized themselves with the
locution of tiro escapes, or thought
out tho nearest and shortest means o;
access to such avenues of egress a.-
aro open to them?" There are. ot

course, some commendable exception.;
to these conditions, but. as a rule. It
must be admitted, the indictment con
yeyed in the Ledger's questions win!
lie.

In conclusion, the Lodger says the
"lire panic terror" in factories can]only be guarded against by the syste¬
matic training or tho Individual sin¬
gly and in masses, and that must bo
brought about by the humane fort-
thought of public-spirited men and
women. So say we all; and the sooner
tills humane forethought of public-
spirited men und women Is enlisted,
practically and earnestly, in tho mis¬
sion our contemporary outlines, tho
better. Delay may mean another har¬
rowing factory "tiro panic" calamity]such as visited and horrltlod New York
several months back, with a similar
sequence of criminal prosecution anddamage suits, in any large Amerlcunindustrial city, any day.

"Loud applnuso" Is orten Insortedafter a long speech In the Congrc:atonal rtecord, but It Just means that
everybody is so glad that the speakerhas stopped talking.
Tho Atlanta Constitution says: "Theydidn't name the new King of Slam from

a linotype machine gone mad, and yet|lie Is called Chowfa, Malta Vajlravudh,"but we would say to tho Constitution InEsperanto, tho language spoken by iho]Inmates of Atlanta, "Bill gotelzxyscuk-uno.s hok smltth."

"It seems as if some Vanderbllt wereeither getting married again or havingappendicitis every time we pick up thepaper," says the Ohio Slate Journal.

I Voice of the People |'I'he Single Tnx.10 the Editor of Toe Times-Dispatch:fair..My feeble attempts to furthertue. cause of tax reform have bau trieu.-.ual ertect in lusionlng the iiume oföOcittlIHt upon myself, and the num.-.is evidently used as a term of reproach,though my critics most likely could nottell the dlltereneo between a ulngleluxer and a Socialist.Tiie main point ot the Oeorgeaucreed Is to do away with all Indirecttaxes and luxes on the products oflabor (eapli.it is a product of labor)*and lu ita place lake the lent of laud(including all public utilities) as tholux to support the guverninem. Hulld-Ings and all such improvements are aproduct of labor; they will be exempt."nly the ground rent will bo taken. |This Bounds very radical to many'who have not studied the question, andwho ure guided by the legu* precedentof our English ancestors, but Unamuch-n.led reform has the (treat vir¬tue of simplicity, and thoru Is no sortof socialism about it- It is just com¬mon sense, based on the laws of politi¬cal economy. The "general yropcrty"lax law which we ore now oufferingunder Is 300 years old; that is. its"intent" is. a copy of a law passed bylie. "Long Parliament" lu the reign ofCharles 11. !Now for a concrete fact. It appearsto be a great paradox to see peoplecrowded into cities und overworkedand underfed, whep so much land is;Idle lu the country und the cost of:living so high.
Are tho people all lu^y? Are theyall fools':
Some who are "well fixed" eay thereIs plenty Of laud, and tiie prices of itridiculously low; so II must be because:they don't want to work that they suf-fer. Now here 1 will show what n.

capital error this Is, and that it iscaused bv a confusion of thought and
a lack of definition us to what con-]stitutes laud.
The three factors of tho productionof wealth are land, labor and capital;l)ut In any eountry a varying portion;ot the land is "below the margin of

cultivation" (us tho phruso is In oco-'
i.lies); that is. by reason of povertyof soil, market and other reasons, it
Ik below the "rent line." and no ono
will pay any rent for the use of It.
Some Is lower yet, and will not sup¬
port life.

. ,Of the surface of tho earth less than
one-third is land, and of thai per-tlon only Ii third oarl is real land (do-
sirable land), so only ono-nlnth of the,earth is real land, and whoever owns,
the title to this portion of the earth
virtually owns the earth and the peo-'lplo In It! So the question is greatly;narrowed down, and we can see why |ther» arc so many landless men and j
women in the world. It Is Idle to sny
you can buy land in Virginia near tho
railroad for f.Z to S10 per acre. try
to buy some "real lnnd It is .not
for s'lle. except at a prohibitive price,
and the price Is usually from four to.

\Vho remembers th' olö stereoscopewith double v'ews o' th' Hudson River
an' Broadway on a Rainy Day that
you used t' set In th' parlor an' lookthrough while your girl wuz drossln'fer th' the-ator? Th' worst thingabout talking too' much Is kcopln* your
tie-gar lit.

"O, SEE WHAT I GOT!"
By John T. McCutcheon.

fCopyTlrW: 1011: By John T. McOntcbitoa.]

ten times the tax assessment on itRut the monopoly oi me prouuctiviland Is not yet so seriously ten as l.tthe monopoly oi land m cities (landvaluesj. '1 lie modern city has liftedthe plane of llto of the people, but meland speculator baa made the people
pay dearly tor their small social ad¬
vantages- The rent is constantly go-ins up ieconomic rent) ana me land¬
lord is "drawing tile wages of the com-
munlty."

Population nnd the "benefits of gov-(eminent" croato all land values, yet
Iii« community ullows the individual
to appropriate most of tins gruut puo-llo asset. Also bond Issues in eitles
and for publie roads, etc., are all u,b-
sorbed in increased laud values, and
yet land pays only a small part of tue
cost of such bond Issues

In Virginia we don't realize how
land values have shifted and gtown.
Though 10 per cent, ot our land is "be¬
low the margin of cultivation," rnuny
of the river and blue mass tarms arc
assessed at only 25 per cent, of their
real value, ami the coal and Iron und
timber at only ü to 10 per cent, of its
value. In the cities are vacant bits
assessed at J209 tliut soil for $2,000.
Remember all land la not land; some is
Just dirt. "PIEDMONT."

Churlottesville.

Korest Hill Pnry Rrvaatoted.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir, 1 read with much attention the
article In last Sunday's edition of your
paper, signed ".\ Resident of Woodland
Heights," calling attention to tli dam1
ugo and Injury alleged that fie park is
sustaining by reason of the excava¬
tion for gravel, etc. Ilolng Interested
in this beautiful spot, of nature, and a

resident of Forest Hill. I have examin¬
ed into the matter, and found that
half waa not told. I was astonished
to lind that the street car company has
not only dug gravel and Is now obliter¬
ating o'-.o of th.o most picturesque lillts
In the entire park, but is cutting the
largo oak trees (I suppose for cord
wood) and doing- Irreparable damage
to this beautiful public park. It is a
public park and the court has already
declared t'hat the street car company
did not own the property in fee, hut as
trustee for the residents of Woodland
Heights, which In effect means the
public. Can something be done to stop
this destruction? Is this not a cast
for the Commonwealth Attorney of
C'nesterfiold county? Call hts attention
to It. ye guardian of the people'srlgiU". A RESIDENT OF

FOREST I MED PARK. 1

Questions n« to the C. M. T.

To_ the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:!Sir,.It is the earnest wish of a
Southern woman, who Is intensely,
greatly interested in all ex-Confnderato
matters, particularly the erection of
the contemplated Rattle Abbey or Con¬
federate Memorial Institute, to inquire,
to know why it Is the seemingly spe¬
cial effort arid desire to have this Me¬
morial Institute erected as cheaply as]Possible? If the executive committee
or board of trustees has on hand $215,'-
"00. why Is it that only J&0.000 is to'
bo expended for a grand memorial of a
grand cause?
Why Is It that Southern marble can¬

not be used, even at an extravagant]
cost, when the difference between $l<0,-
000 anil $215,000 Is about $125.000? Per-.'
haps It is my lack of business knowl-
edge, or my great Interest in tili»; pur-
tleular matter that prompts me to,
plainly ask the questions now pro-
pounded. I am sure I will feel better,
satisfied If thev be honestly answered,

MRS. I* H. P. HUDSON.
Richmond.

La Marquise de Fontenoyj
LORD DERBY, who heads the list

of winnors of stakes on the Eng¬
lish turf for the year 1011, und

who has Just been elected Lord Mayor
of the olty of Liverpool, is one of the
few really Intimate friends of King
George, and had the management of
the royal racing stud during the year
of mourning that followed the death of
Edward VII. Married to Lady Alice
Montagu, sister of the late Duke of
Manchester, who Is a lady in waiting
to Queen Mary, occupying the same
relation towarde Queen Alexandra
until the present reign, he has Amer¬
ican nieces in the present Duchess
of Manchester, and 1° Lady Acheson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Rldgo-
ley Carter.
The earl Is one of the three so-called

"Catskin" earls of the realm, the other
two being the Earls of Shrewsbury
and Huntingdon. That Is to say, they
are the only peers of their rank whose
earldoms date from bofore the seven¬
teenth century, and who derive this
peculiar appellation, not as some poo-
pic believe bccatiso catskin was used
In lieu of ermine for the bars that
udorn the parliamentary and corona¬
tion robes of peers, but because prior
to" the seventeenth century carlg wore
privileged to wear four bars of ermine
to. their robes, ns ore the marquesses

to-day, instead of the three, bars towhich tho curls In these modern times
are restricted. The word cutsklns ir.
merely a corruption of tho medieval
Prunco-Eiigilsb. word; "< untre skins."

It is Interesting to recall thai Lord;Derby might to-day be. OCCupyihlJ the
throne of Greece, in the plucc of King
George, had not his grandfather, the
fourteenth earl, preferred the exist*]ence and prestige of a great Er.gliun
noblo, of enormous wealth ana royal
ancestry (the "Lords of Derby are do.-'
Bccnded trom Edward I.) to that of,
tlio monarch of a mushroom, tur-
bulcnt kingdom In the ..cvutu. Por
tho Greeks in the early sixties offeredi
their crown first of all to King Ed-,
ward's sailor brother, Prince Alfred,
who died as sovereign Duke of Coburg,]and after that to ihe fourteenth Lord
Derby, who had been premier when
England presented Greece with tho
group of Ionian Islands, Including Cor-¦
in. It was when Lord Derby rejected!
tho offer, greatly to tho Indignation ofDisraeli, who complained that ihe carl;
was a man "devoid ut imagination."'
that the Greeks elected Prince William
of Denmark, who now- reigns as
George I., and who received his train¬
ing in thu Ungllsh navy.
Tho Stanleys had, however, already!bad ridmc previous experience of

sovereignty. I'or trom the reign of
Henry IV., and till tho death of the
Earl of Derby, towards the close ottile reign of George II.. that Is to
! ay, for nearly HOu years, they ruled as
...ugh over the isle of Man, subject lojthe ü'.izcratr.ty of tho British crown.
The Lords of Derby woro In fact of-!
Ilctally styled "Kings of Man," and'
not long beforo tli-f death of the lute'
and sixteenth carl, ho presented to,
King victor Emmanuel HI., who hud
the llnest numismatic collection in tin.'
world, a scries of coins, minted duringllio reign of the house of Stanley
over the Isle of Man, und wlilch had'
been discovered during the course of
txcuvatious at Castle Kushen.
The sovereignty of tho Island, on!

tho death of tho tenth Earl of Derby'
without Issue, passed to the Duke of
Atholl, us a descendant of Lady Amt-:
lia Stanley, youngest daughter of the
seventh Lord Derby, and tho succeed-'
ling Dükes of Atholl sold by degrees:
not only their sovereignty, but also alt
their other rights in connection with!
tin. island, to the British crown, for a;
Sum estimated üt $10,000,000. The'
coins presented to Victor Emmanuel
nil bear the Derby crest, namely, the'
eagle and the child.
This crest came to the Stanleys:

»Ions with their Lancashire country!
seut of Knowslcy Hall, through the1
marriage of Sir John Stanley to the!
daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas
Lalhom, of ICnowsley, In 1086. Accord-.
lug to family legends and traditions,
one of the Lathoin owners of Knows-
Icy was noUtied one day that one of;ihe. great eagles nesting in thu trees'
of his park had been seen carrying a.
child to Its eyrie. The knight rescued
the baby, which had remained quite
unharmed, und which was wrapped In
costly gold-ombroldored swaddling
clothes, of apparently forolgti make,
All efforts to identify the Infant bav»|ltig failed, the Knight of Eathorn and'
his dame, who wore well advanced In
yeara and childless, adopted tho lltAlO',fellow, and ho became heir to their
property, muster of Knowslcy and an¬
cestor of the Earls of Derby.
Knowslcy Is a mngn'flcent place, and

has been the prlnolpal home of tho
historic houso of Stanley, ever slnco
tho niarrlugo of Sir John Stanley to

tho heiress of the Lithoms In the rclyi.
Of Henry IV., ovor olio years ago. If
was nis groai-grumison ThumuB, Lord
Stanley, who tigurus so prominently
in riiiakespearo'd "Hicnard 111," and
whose defection from the crook-back
as thut monarch wan called, by reason
of his detonnlty, practically decided
the buttle of Uosworib In favor of
Henry of Richmond. Indeed. It was
he who on the bullleiteld placed the
crown o( ltichurd ILL upon the head
of Henry VII., who In return tor this
sift raised Lord Stanley to the Earl-
uom of Derby, appointing n.m Lord
High Constable of England. This Lord
Derby was twice married. Ills rirsi
wife was slater cl the great Earl of
Warwick, thu King Maker, portrayed
by Uulwer Lytton in "The Last ot
the Barons," while his second who was
Margaret of Richmond, mother oi
Henry VII.. who tnus became hlu step-
son.
The third carl was one. of tho peer*

who sal at the trial ot Alary, vjueen ol
Scots; and the seventh curl was Seilt
to the scaffold und executed at BoltOli
by tho Roundheads of Oliver Cromwell,
In consequence of hlu loyalty to King
Charles. His widow, dbiighler of
Claude de la Tromoullle, Due do
Thouars, during tnat I hue conducted
the historic defense ugalnst the siege
of the parliamentarians. Charles ii..
however, after hid accession, proved
himself very ungrateful. for when,
boiu houtois of Parliament passed a
bill unatilmously, restoring ccrlutn ot
the family estutes to the eighth Carl
of Derby, which had 'been lout throughthe loyalty of hie father, and of his
heroic French mother to the crown, the''Metrie Monarch", through dislike of
tho eighth Lord Derby, declined to
sign the bill, a fact which la recalled
to this day, by a tablet erected at
Knowsley, on which tho conduct ot
ChurloB II. Is described.
On the death of the tanth carl with¬

out Issue, It was necessary to go back
to u descendant of a younger son of
the first Lord Derby In order to find u
successor to tho earldom and estates.th> Isle of Man going to the Duke of
Atholl.
The thirteenth earl was one of tho

most learned men of bis day, president
of all sorts of scientific societies. The
fourteenth earl was repeatedly prlma
minister of England, made tho bast
translation iu existence of Homer's
"Iliad," and was known as "the Ru¬
pert of Debate," The fifteenth earl
was In turn Secretary of State for tho
Colonies, for India und for Foreign Af¬
fairs, and dying childless, was suc¬
ceeded by his brother, who, as Lord
Stanley of Preston, bpont several yeara
In Canada as Governor-General, where
his eldest son, the present and seven¬
teenth curl, acted as bio aide-de-camp,
frequently visiting the United States,
and where his second son, Captain,
tho Hon. Victor Stanley, of the royal
navy, married the daughter of C E.
Pooley. K. C. Premier of British Col¬
umbia. Thu present Lord Derby waa
private secretary to Field Marsha)
Lord Roberts throughout the South
African Wur. where ho also did duty
nS censor of the press, while en his
return be entered the Balfour admin¬
istration, as Postmaster-General. He
has two young sons nnd a duughter.
(Copyright. 1911. by the Brcntwood

Company.)
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